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The year 1907 brought forward the subject of medical
inspection;1 and the establishment of a clinic by the
West End Women's Club, an organization of women
living in the neighborhood of the West End (Irishtown)
School, was assisted by the League. The development
of this into the "open air school," etc.,-will be described
at a later point.

The League never forgot, however, the original
objects for which it had been organized, namely that of
improving conditions of city life in general as contrasted
with the more specialized interests of the child as mani-
fested in playground, school, and juvenile-court activi-
ties; attention was therefore given2 to the subject of the
care and oiling of the streets, the celebration of a spring
cleaning day for the whole city, and the removal of bill-
boards that marred the beautiful speedway on East Main
Street, which had been named, for Major McDowell, the
McDowell Speedway.

In the summer of 1908 the school authorities made
provision for a new school building in Irishtown and
appropriated $10,000 for that purpose. Measured by
the cost of other school buildings this was not a niggardly
appropriation. The superintendent had, however, recom-
mended that $15,000 be the sum allowed. He said:

Some years ago some good women of Lexington, led, by
Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, established a settlement school in the
West End, or what is better known as " Irish town." Why it is
called "Irishtown" is uncertain. Such is evidently a misnomer,
since it is claimed by those who know that there is only one Irish
family in this community. However this may be, the wisdom of
establishing this school was manifest from the first. For some
time it was only a kindergarten and was maintained by private

1 April 8,                               2 May 7, 1907.